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Letter from the Chair 
  

For years Manitou Springs has embraced and taken pride in its many unique traits — not just 

the obvious setting beside America’s Mountain and our iconic mineral springs, but the arts and 

culture that also have defined the city’s 150-year history. 
  

It takes work to sustain, preserve and promote all that, which describes the Creative Alliance 

Manitou Springs (CRANE) and its ongoing mission. We oversee and cultivate public art across 

the community while supporting our creatives, heritage, celebrations and special projects. 

  

In this annual report, we share the impact of our efforts in 2024, nurturing CRANE’s role of 

providing leadership, energy and collaborative support across Manitou Springs. We look 

forward to continuing that journey with you in 2025 and beyond. And if you see ways in which 

you can help, we welcome you to join us! 

  

Ralph Routon 

CRANE Board Chair 

 

Letter from the Director 
In 2024, under a new organizational plan, CRANE continued to foster projects honed over 

decades, like Art on the Avenue, while also building new partnerships and finding ways to 

stretch our bandwidth to create impact.  

 

Because Visit Manitou Springs provides funding for the Director position, we are able to take 

small amounts of money given by partner organizations and stretch them in creative ways. This 

results in a myriad of dynamic projects that support local and national artists and artisans, 

improve the local economy, and enhance Manitou Springs for residents and visitors alike. 

 

We are so grateful for everyone in the community who endeavors to make Manitou Springs a 

better place, and can’t wait to continue our work in 2025. 
 
Audrey Gray 
Executive Director 
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Our Mission 
We elevate and promote Manitou Springs creatives to lift artistic and economic vitality. 
 

Our Vision 
Our vision is a thriving, vibrant arts and business community that moves us toward an 
inclusive and creative future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Creative Alliance Board of Directors as of December 2024 

The Creative Alliance Board of Directors is composed of at least seven members who are required to 
demonstrate residency or significant involvement in Manitou Springs’ arts/culture/business community. 

Ralph Routon, Board Chair​
Colorado Springs Business Journal 
Colorado Springs Independent​
Manitou Springs Resident 

Farley McDonough, Board Vice Chair​
Owner, Adam’s Mountain Cafe  

Leslie Lewis, Board Treasurer​
Executive Director, Visit Manitou Springs 

Edie Greene, Board Secretary​
UCCS, Professor Emerita of Psychology​
Manitou Springs Resident 

Kolleen Johnson, Board Member​
Executive Director of Secondary Schools 
Manitou Springs Resident  

 

 

Jeanne Solze, Board Member​
Cheyenne Village CFO (Retired) 

Fred Darpino, Board Member​
Artist, Fred Darpino Studio & Gallery Owner 

Julia L Wright, Board Member​
Artist, Commonwheel Festival Organizer 
Manitou Springs Resident  

Mary Snyder, Board Member​
Graphic Artist, Community Volunteer 
Manitou Springs Resident 
 

Amy Kerr​
Artist 
Manitou Springs Resident 
 

Taylor Trask - Board Member at Large 
Co-Founder, Managing Partner, Realistic  

Manitou Springs Resident 
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Art on the Avenue -- 21 years and going strong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With MACH funding, CRANE added 4 new sculptures on 2 year contracts 
Kasia Polkowska’s Bloom III (second from left) won the People’s Choice award. 

We also bought a new sculpture with community support, made 1 

major repair and had our first ever CRANE scavenger hunt 
CRANE would like to give special thanks to the City’s Public Works Department, who provided 

installation and maintenance support. 
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Creekwalk Art (a collaboration with PARAB) 
In early October, CRANE, with in-kind help from the City of Manitou Springs, installed 7 

artworks by local creatives along the Creekwalk Trail in Fields Park. This project was made 

possible with funding and collaborative help from PARAB (Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board), and additional funding from the Manitou Springs Urban Renewal Authority and Ent 

Credit Union. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit Manitou Springs Mural 
In July, Jennifer Davis traveled from Minnesota with her assistant Amy Crickenberger Oeth to 

paint Critters and Birds for the back of Manitou’s Visitors’ Center. Hundreds of people walk the 

Creekwalk trail weekly and now get to enjoy the bright, uplifting piece. Funding for the mural 

came from MACH (Manitou Arts Culture and Heritage), and Visit Manitou Springs. 
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441 Murals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to funding from CCI (Colorado Creative Industries), CRANE commissioned 4 local artists 

to complete murals at 441 Manitou Avenue, in an area with significant pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic, but bereft of artwork. This project put $6,480 back into the local economy while 

supporting creatives who live and work in Manitou Springs. Thanks to Sallie Knox Hall, who 

identified the location and painted a pilot mural last year. 
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Cookies with CRANE 
In 2024, CRANE launched a new program to better connect 

with our community. Cookies with CRANE is a series of events 

celebrating projects, informing local creatives about 

opportunities, and gathering information from the public 

about how they would like to see CRANE work for them. We 

love getting to know the people who live and work in Manitou 

Springs while enjoying amazing locally made cookies.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mineral Springs Foundation Collaboration 
In 2024, the Mineral Springs Foundation and CRANE embarked on a search for an artist to 

redesign the Iron Spring Font. After a request for qualifications went out, the organizations 

chose 4 finalists to design maquettes and present their designs in a public meeting. In 2025, 

after reviewing public feedback, the committee will choose one finalist to create the new font.   

 

 
 

Avenue Creative Circuit  
First Friday Art Walks are a regional partnership with Downtown  

Ventures/Colorado Springs Creative District, Old Colorado City  

Partnership/OCC Historic District, and CRANE/Manitou Springs  

Creative District. Each month, the entire Circuit promotes galleries 

 and arts experiences across three districts, six miles, and two cities.  
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2024 Financials 

Income (chart next page): In 2024, CRANE received programmatic grants from the Manitou Arts, 

Culture and Heritage tax (MACH); Colorado Creative Industries (CCI), who provides our Creative 

District Certification; the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PARAB); the Manitou Springs 

Urban Renewal Authority (MSURA); and ENT Credit Union. Operational funding came from Visit 

Manitou Springs. 

Expenditures (chart next page): Programmatic expenditures include Art on the Avenue, the 441 

and Visit Manitou Springs Murals, the Creekwalk Art project, and other community projects. 

Total Income: $90,693 

Total Expenses: $85,140 
 

Total Dollars Paid Directly to Creatives: $32,711 

Total Dollars Paid to local small businesses and contractors: $7,395 
 

Thanks to our supporters 

We could not do what we do without the generous support of many people and organizations.  
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT -  
The following people and organizations gave significant amounts to CRANE in 2024. Smaller 
donations were also invaluable and allowed us to purchase Comforting Melody, by Flamino 
Antonio, for the community 
​

Armadillo Ranch 
Ben Kuckel 
Cal Kramer​
Colorado Creative Industries 
Community Congregational Church 
Edie Greene and Alan Siegel 
Ent Credit Union 
Farley McDonough 
Jeanne Solze 
Julia Wright​
Manitou Arts Culture & Heritage (MACH)​
 

Manitou Springs Urban Renewal Authority 
Mary Snyder 
Mineral Springs Foundation 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PARAB) 
Priscilla Barsotti 
Ralph Routon 
Randall Lott 
Stevie P and the Hard Road 
Todd Crystal 
Troy Walz 
Visit Manitou Springs 

 

IN-KIND SUPPORT​
 

Adam’s Mountain Cafe 
Adam Rath 
City of Manitou Springs 
Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region​
Downtown Ventures​
Leslie Lewis 

Manitou Art Center 
Manitou Music Foundation​
Pikes Peak Bulletin ​
Rich Baker 
Taylor Trask 
Visit Manitou Springs 
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2024 Financials, Continued 
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Image and Artwork Credits 
Photos listed in order from left to right and top to bottom on each page 

Page 1 - Birds by Jennifer Davis - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 3 - Manitou Vibes by  Sallie Knox Hall - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 4 - Handmade by Alex Bond - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 4 - Bloom III by Kasia Polkowska - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 4 - Conception by Alex Bond - photograph by Audrey Gray  

Page 4 - Spedis by Richard Burke - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 4 - Comforting Melody  by Flaminio Antonio - photograph by Monica Rozelle 

Page 4 - Portable Deity by Larry Terrafranca with collectable minis - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 5 - Mine Bird by Susan Odiam - photograph by Audrey Gray 
Page 5 - Arkansas River by Natalia Pulido - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 5 - Pikes Peak - Mountain Sun by Brenda Biondo - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 5 - Alpine Sunflowers by Katie Curcio - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 5 - Adawehi by K8E Orr - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 5 - Critters by Jennifer Davis - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 5 - Birds by Jennifer Davis - photograph by Audrey Gray 

Page 6 - Artists Sallie Knox Hall, Natalia Pulido, Paige Talerico, Hank Frank, and Katie Curcio  

               stand in front of their murals at 441 Manitou Avenue - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 6 - Vibrant Colors of Manitou Springs by Natalia Pulido - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 6 - Colorado Scrub Oak by Paige Talerico - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 6 - Sharing Smiles by Hank Frank - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 6 - Manitou Sunrise by Katie Curcio - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 7 - Cookies by Adam’s Mountain Cafe at a Cookies with CRANE event - photograph by  

               Taylor Trask 

Page 7 - A crowd gathers for a Cookies with CRANE event - photograph by Taylor Trask 

Page 7 - People socialize at a Cookies with CRANE event - photograph by Taylor Trask 
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